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elaborate conjecture, and at the worst an elaborate and pernicious
imposture.

Educated humanity has now arrived at the positive stage of
culture. Imagination, it is true, will ever hold its legitimate
province; but it is the kindling and not the guiding element in
our nature. When exercising its proper influence it invests all
things with "a light that never was on sea or land ;" it trans-
forms lust into love, it creates the ideal, it nurtures enthusiasm,
it produces heroism, it suggests all the glories of art, and even
leiids wings to the intellect of the scientist. But when it is
substituted for knowledge, when it aims at becoming the leader
instead of the kindler, it becomes a Phaethon who drives to
disaster and ruin. It is degrading, or at any rate perilous,
to be the dupe of fancy, however beautiful or magnificent.
Reason should always hold sovereign sway in our minds, and
reason tells us that we live in a universe of cause and effect,
where ends must be accomplished by means, and where man
himself is largely fashioned by circumstances. Reason tells us
that our faculties are limited, and that our knowledge is relative ;
it enjoins us to believe what is ascertained, to give assent to no
proposition of whose truth we are not assured, and to walk in the
light of facts. This may seem a humble philosophy, but it is
sound, and not uncheerful, and it stands the wear and tear of
life when prouder philosophies are often reduced to rags and
tatters. Nor is it just to call this philosophy " negative," Every
system, indeed, is negative to every other system which it in any
wise contradicts ; but in what other sense can a system be called
negative which leaves men all science to study, all art to pursue
and enjoy, and all humanity to love and serve? It declines to
traffic in supernatural hopes and fears, but it preserves all the
,sacred things of civilization, and gives a deeper meaning to such
words as husband and wife, father and mother, brother and sister,
lover and friend.

Incidentally, however, Secularism has what some will always
persist in regarding as negative. It finds noxious superstitions
impeding its path, and must oppose them. It cannot ignore
orthodoxy, although it would be glad to do s6, for the dogmas
and pretensions of the popular creed hinder its progress and
thwart secular improvement at every step. Favoured, and
privileged, and largely supported by the State, they usurp a
fictitious dignity over less popular ideas. They thrust themselves
into education, insist on teaching supernaturalism with the
multiplication table, dose the scholars with Jewish mythology
as though it were actual history, and assist their moral develop-
ment with pictures of Daniel in the lions' den, and Jesus walking